Visit the Blue Mountains Trail:
Wenaha State Wildlife Area

Directly west of Troy, Oregon, along Eden Bench above the Grande Ronde Wenaha Rivers, visit the
Wenaha State Wildlife Area. It is accessible from alternate sections of the Blue Mountains Trail. The
lands that make up the wildlife area are administered by the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.
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THE STATS: TRIP DESCRIPTION:
Recreation type: Vehicle/ADA or road walk from Troy The Wenaha State Wildlife Area covers over 12,000 acres on
Duration: 1-4 hours mutliple land parcels to the west of Troy, Oregon. The largest

Time of year: April to June for best wildlife viewing.
Closed annually from January 1 - March 31.
Physical difficulty: Easy

occupies the north slope above the Grande Ronde River on
Eden Bench, and smaller parcels overlook the Wenaha River.

Logistical difficulty: Easy access Together these sites are home to many species of migrating
Permits required: None birds, mule deer and elk, bobcats, black bears, and it is even
- » designated as moose habitat. The best time of year to visit is
ﬁm’ /s) ég;» " 5 during the spring migration when the area’s bird population
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‘ ] ; conflicts between elk and ranchers. It has tripled in size since
/ then, and under the management of the Oregon Department of
4 i Fish and Wildlife, it is open to visitation year-round. All
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- o)\ ¥ B : respective seasons, are allowed in the area. However, it remains
S\ ,iﬂ%ﬂ,“ WRZ °  apopular destination for bird watching and wildlife viewing.

More information about and resources for the Blue Mountains
Trail are available online at hellscanyon.org/blue-mountains-trail

(c) Greater Hells Canyon Council 2024

The Blue Mountains Trail was developed and is operated by Greater
Hells Canyon Council. This trip report was published in 2024.



Visit the Blue Mountains Trail: Wenaha State Wildlife Area

TRIP DESCRIPTION, CONT:

While there are limited trails in the Wenaha State Wildlife Area, a few gravel roads
wind through the larger parcels. The Blue Mountains Trail crosses a small section
of the wildlife area west of Troy along the Wenaha River, and the alternate section
to bypass high river flows on the Wenaha leads up the grade to Eden Bench and
through a longer stretch of the designated lands.

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife maintains a Visitors Guide webpage
with information on the Wenaha State Wildlife Area and additional resources.
Specific rules on activities permitted in the wildlife area are available in the
Wenaha State Wildlife Area Management Plan last updated in 2007.

BEFORE AND AFTER IN TROY:

Troy is a very small unincorporated community located at the confluence of the
Grande Ronde and Wenaha Rivers. It has a total population of 25 people
according to the most recent U.S. Census. Troy serves as the takeout point for
people rafting and kayaking the Grande Ronde River; outside of the peak river
rafting and fishing periods, the few amenities in the town are closed for much of
the week.

The Troy Resort and the Wenaha Bar and Grill operate from Thursday through
Sunday. Notably, both establishments only accept cash. They provide a
comfortable place to stay and an opportunity to have some food and beverages if
you are in town while they are open. You can also camp at Troy Resort and use
their showers and/or laundromat for a small fee. There are a couple of vacation
rentals that can sleep 6 or 7 people in Troy, and there is a small rustic
campground that has a vault toilet just out of town in the Wenaha State Wildlife
Area.

Just a few miles south of the Oregon-Washington border, Troy will transport you
back in time. The surrounding farms along Eden Bench and to the east of Troy
toward Flora offer a glimpse of the lives of settlers that came to the region over
150 years ago. Journeys into the surround canyons along the Blue Mountains
Trail provides a view of the lands that were lived in since time immemorial by
indigenous peoples prior to Western settlement.

TRIP PLANNING INFORMATION AND LINKS:
Wenaha State Wildlife Area Access Points:

ODFW Webpage Visitors Guide: https://myodfw.com/wenaha-wildlife-area-visitors-guide
Google Maps (Eden Lane): https://maps.app.goo.gl/SWsSHmgHxzZyZSb96

Nearby town guide for Troy:
https://www.hellscanyon.org/blue-mountains-trail/towns/troy

Local Administrative Office:
Wenaha Wildlife Area, 85060 Grande Ronde Rd, Enterprise, OR 97828 - 541-828-7721

Weather forecast at Wenaha Wildlife Area via the National Weather Service:
https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lon=-117.536&lat=45.926

Credit for photos as follows: Front page Header: Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

More information about and resources for the Blue Mountains

The Blue Mountains Trail was developed and is operated by Greater Trail are available online at hellscanyon.org/blue-mountains-trail

Hells Canyon Council. This trip report was published in 2024. (0) Greater Hells Canyon Council 2024
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